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The lid of official secrecy on the 1961 _Cuban invasion has slipped again. After
two years, a fairly complete picture of American fliers involved can be put to-
gether now. it shows how they were recruited, and their mission—in which four died.

More details on the role of Ameri-
can airmen in the unsuccessful Bav of
Pigs invasion of Cuba were put on the
official record in Congress during the
closing days of February.

As a result, facts long hidden behind
doors of official secrecy by the Kennedy
Administration began mmmg to light.
This now can be told:

o At least 18 American airten-pi-
lots, navigators, radio operators and
flight engineers—were recruited for
" combat duty w:th tbe Cuban invasion
force. '

® Four of. these airmen wexe killed
in combat at the Bay of Pigs—a fact re-
potted by “U.S. News & World Report”
in January: and now . ‘officially confmned
for the first time, P

o Widows of the four men vow are
receiving substantial monthly’ payments
trom a trust fund set up for them in a
New York bank. These payments are to
continue for life, or until remarriage. In
event of remarringe, their children, of

whom there are five, will receive pay-
meunts monthly. until’ they come’ of age.:

. Unofﬁoial]y the families have been
told the men are:déad.:Some insuranc
policies have been paid; none aze bein

challenged for proof. of death
the U.S: has said so far)in;
partment letter of Feb 2

on 6 about Aprﬂ 19; 196‘1

cruited secretly jn January 1961, by men..

But‘ﬂF

“who said they represcnted an nnn Gam

muniist Cuban group, -

All these details beg_,.m to uufold on
February 25, when Senator Everett M.
Dirksen of I]hnons the Senate Republi-
can Leader, said be had Jkmmed t“hag four
" American airmen died in ml»l the
Bay of Pigs. .
Before the day was out, benate faior-
ty Leader Mike Mansfield, of Montana,

‘gonfirmed this. He said hi¢ was-one of a
few (4)ngressmen told about the deaths
#t the time, - in‘a sedret biiéfing by the °
-kem\edy Admmxslmtion.‘He ‘said he felt
§ his silerice because }(‘Jé :

ent by Sén: tor Dirksen w
was not at the briefing

e The airmen, all cmham..wcrg”'m,‘, ;As -the Dirksen, and Mansheld leads

{continued en next page)

Below are 3 of 4 Amencan airmen now:confirmed to have been’ kitled. in the Bay of Pigs invasion. All °

;'«»

were mumed; three had chlldren Their wnddws receuve puyments from q rmst fund in a New York bunk 1»"5*35}
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